Globally, the total number of scholarly publications in the subject areas "Medicine" and "Nephrology" has decreased by 11% and 9%, respectively, in year 2015 when compared with the year before. 1, 2 This same trend appeared among publications in the field of nephrology from researchers in the Asia-Pacific region. From the same database, United States, followed by Japan, United Kingdom, Germany, and China were among the countries with the highest scholarly output in the subject area "Nephrology". In the analysis of the data, "chronic renal insufficiency", "patients" and "dialysis" ranked highest among the 50 key phrases by relevance. Despite the trend of a decreasing number of publications over the recent couple of years, there has been an increase in the number of academic journals, including those with open access. We have thus witnessed a decreasing trend of manuscript submissions over this period, perhaps as a result of the keen competition among different journals and that authors from our region have been submitting to the more internationally acclaimed journals rather than local ones. While this is a very welcomed observation from the academic perspective, it has posed an insurmountable issue to our Journal at the same time. After a careful deliberation on our future, the Hong Kong Society of Nephrology has come to the difficult decision to suspend the publication of this Journal from 2017.
We are most grateful to all our editors-in-chief (Philip Li, Alex Yu, and CC Szeto) and the deputy/associates (John Chan, YL Cheng, Simon Cheung, MF Lam, FK Li, SL Lui, SK Mak, Sydney Tang, Ernest Tsang, Francis Wong, and Desmond Yap), the editorial board, and all local and international reviewers who have spent precious time on the manuscripts and revisions. Last but not least, we have to thank all authors who have submitted and published the results of their hard work, dedicated to the betterment of the understanding of renal diseases, and care to our patients. We sincerely hope that in the future, we might be Available online at www.sciencedirect.com able to serve the same missions in another platform. Until then, we trust that the pursuit of professional expertise in the field of nephrology in Hong Kong will continue inexorably.
